PROCLAMATION  OF  STATE  OF  WAR 

BY  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 
A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  the  exercise  of  the  constitu- 
tional authority  vested  in  them,  have  resolved,  by  joint  resolution  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  bearing  date  of  December  7,  1917, 
as  follows: 

Whereas  the  Imperial  and  Royal  Austro-Hungarian  Government  has  com- 
mitted repeated  acts  of  war  against  the  Government  and  the  people  of 
the  United  States  of  America:  Therefore  be  it 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  a  state  of  war  is  hereby  declared 
to  exist  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Imperial  and  Royal 
Austro-Hungarian  Government;  and  that  the  President  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  employ  the  entire  naval  and  military 
forces  of  the  United  States  and  the  resources  of  the  Government  to  carry 
on  war  against  the  Imperial  and  Royal  Austro-Hungarian  Government; 
and  to  bring  the  conflict  to  a  successful  termination  all  the  resources  of 
the  country  are  hereby  pledged  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.1 

Whereas,  by  sections  4067,  4068,  4069  and  4070  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
provision  is  made  relative  to  natives,  citizens,  denizens  or  subjects  of  a 
hostile  nation  or  government,  being  males  of  the  age  of  14  years  and  up- 
ward, who  shall  be  in  the  United  States  and  not  actually  naturalized; 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Woodrow  Wilson,  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  do  hereby  proclaim  to  all  whom  it  may  concern  that  a  state  of  war 

'The  Official  Bulletin  of  December  8,  1917,  gives  the  following  account  of  the  progress  of  the 
resolution  through  Congress: 

The  resolution  declaring  that  a  state  of  war  exists  between  the  Austro-Hungarian  Government 
and  the  United  States  was  adopted  in  both  Houses  of  Congress  yesterday  afternoon,  and  sent  at 
once  to  the  President,  who  gave  it  his  official  approval  at  5.03  o'clock.  In  the  Senate  no  objection 
was  offered  when  Chairman  Stone  asked  unanimous  consent  to  proceed  with  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  reported  by  the  committee.  Speeches  in  support  of  the  resolution  were  made  by 
Senators  Stone,  Lodge,  Hitchcock  and  Owen,  followed  by  a  brief  statement  by  Mr.  Vardaman. 
The  vote  was  74  to  o.  Mr.  La  Follette  was  absent  when  the  roll  was  called,  but  subsequently  made 
a  brief  statement  in  which  he  said  he  had  gone  to  his  office  to  prepare  an  amendment.  The  Senate 
consumed  only  i  hour  and  g  minutes  in  disposing  of  the  entire  subject. 

In  the  House  the  debate  continued  for  2  hours  and  40  minutes.  Brief  speeches  were  made  by 
21  members.  The  final  vote  was  363  to  i.  The  single  negative  vote  was  cast  by  Mr.  London  of 
New  York.  The  debate  was  opened  by  Chairman  Flood  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs 
and  closed  by  Mr.  Cooper  of  Wisconsin,  ranking  minority  member  of  the  committee.  The  final 
vote  was  concluded  at  4.10  o'clock  and  the  Speaker  signed  the  enrolled  resolution  at  4.20  o'clock. 
Vice  President  Marshall  received  and  signed  it  at  4.32  o'clock  and  it  was  sent  at  once  to  the  President. 
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exists  between  the  United  States  and  the  Imperial  and  Royal  Austro- 
Hungarian  Government;  and  I  do  specially  direct  all  officers,  civil  or  mili- 
tary, of  the  United  States  that  they  exercise  vigilance  and  zeal  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  incident  to  such  a  state  of  war;  and  I  do,  moreover, 
earnestly  appeal  to  all  American  citizens  that  they,  in  loyal  devotion  to  their 
country,  dedicated  from  its  foundation  to  the  principles  of  liberty  and  justice, 
uphold  the  laws  of  the  land  and  give  undivided  and  willing  support  to  those 
measures  which  may  be  adopted  by  the  constitutional  authorities  in  prose- 
cuting the  war  to  a  successful  issue  and  in  obtaining  a  secure  and  just  peace; 

And,  acting  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  in  me  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  and  the  aforesaid  sections  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  I  do  hereby  further  proclaim  and  direct  that  the  conduct  to  be 
observed  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  toward  all  natives,  citizens,  deni- 
zens or  subjects  of  Austria-Hungary,  being  males  of  the  age  of  14  years 
and  upward,  who  shall  be  within  the  United  States  and  not  actually  natural- 
ized, shall  be  as  follows: 

All  natives,  citizens,  denizens  or  subjects  of  Austria-Hungary,  being 
males  of  14  years  and  upward,  who  shall  be  within  the  United  States  and 
not  actually  naturalized,  are  enjoined  to  preserve  the  peace  toward  the 
United  States  and  to  refrain  from  crime  against  the  public  safety,  and  from 
violating  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  States  and  Territories 
thereof,  and  to  refrain  from  actual  hostility  or  giving  information,  aid  or 
comfort  to  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  and  to  comply  strictly  with 
the  regulations  which  are  hereby  or  which  may  be  from  time  to  time  pro- 
mulgated by  the  President;  and  so  long  as  they  shall  conduct  themselves 
in  accordance  with  law  they  shall  be  undisturbed  in  the  peaceful  pursuit  of 
their  lives  and  occupations,  and  be  accorded  the  consideration  due  to  all 
peaceful  and  law-abiding  persons,  except  so  far  as  restrictions  may  be  ne- 
cessary for  their  own  protection  and  for  the  safety  of  the  United  States; 
and  toward  such  of  said  persons  as  conduct  themselves  in  accordance  with 
law  all  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  enjoined  to  preserve  the  peace  and 
to  treat  them  with  all  such  friendliness  as  may  be  compatible  with  loyalty 
and  allegiance  to  the  United  States. 

And  all  natives,  citizens,  denizens  or  subjects  of  Austria-Hungary,  being 
males  of  the  age  of  14  years  and  upward,  who  shall  be  within  the  United 
States  and  not  actually  naturalized,  who  fail  to  conduct  themselves  as  so 
enjoined,  in  addition  to  all  other  penalties  prescribed  by  law,  shall  be  liable 
to  restraint,  or  to  give  security,  or  to  remove  and  depart  from  the  United 
States  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  sections  4069  and  4070  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  and  as  prescribed  in  regulations  duly  promulgated  by  the  President ; 


PROCLAMATION  105 

And  pursuant  to  the  authority  vested  in  me,  I  hereby  declare  and  estab- 
lish the  following  regulations,  which  I  find  necessary  in  the  premises  and 
for  the  public  safety; 

(1)  No  native,  citizen,  denizen    or  subject  of  Austria-Hungary, 
being  a  male  of  the  age  of  14  years  and  upward  and  not  actually  natu- 
ralized, shall  depart  from  the  United  States  until  he  shall  have  received 
such  permit  as  the  President  shall  prescribe,  or  except  under  order  of 
a  court,  judge  or  justice,  under  sections  4069  and  4070  of  the  Revised 
Statutes; 

(2)  No  such  person  shall  land  hi  or  enter  the  United  States,  except 
under  such  restrictions  and  at  such  places  as  the  President  may  pre- 
scribe; 

(3)  Every  such  person  of  whom  there  may  be  reasonable  cause  to 
believe  that  he  is  aiding  or  about  to  aid  the  enemy,  or  who  may  be  at 
large  to  the  danger  of  the  public  peace  or  safety,  or  who  violates  or 
attempts  to  violate,  or  of  whom  there  is  reasonable  ground  to  believe 
that  he  is  about  to  violate  any  regulation  duly  promulgated  by  the 
President,  or  any  criminal  law  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  States 
or  Territories  thereof,  will  be  subject  to  summary  arrest  by  the  United 
States  marshal,  or  his  deputy,  or  such  other  officers  as  the  President 
shall  designate,  and  to  confinement  in  such  penitentiary,  prison,  jail, 
military  camp  or  other  place  of  detention  as  may  be  directed  by  the 
President. 

This  proclamation  and  the  regulations  herein  contained  shall  extend  and 
apply  to  all  land  and  water,  continental  or  insular,  in  any  way  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal  of 
the  United  States  to  be  afl&xed. 

Done  hi  the  District  of  Columbia  this  eleventh  day  of  December,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventeen,  and  of  the  in- 
dependence of  the  United  States  the  one  hundred  and  forty-second. 

WOODROW  WILSON. 
By  the  President: 

ROBERT  LANSING, 
Secretary  of  State. 
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